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INDIAN STATUTOBY COMMISSION.

MEMORANDUM ON HINDU MINORITY BIGHTS IN NORTH-WEST INDIA.           [Continued.

As observed at the outset, it is not generally recog-
nised in England or in India that there is a Hindu
minority also in North-West India which has grie-
vances which will be aggravated by further extension
of Reforms, if matters are left as they are. Muslim
leaders claim everywhere for Muslims the rights of a
minority community. 1 have not como across a
single speech of a Mahomedou publicist (except the
Convocation address at Lahore by Mr. Haidery) in
which the Muslims had been described as a majority
community in the Punjab and were asked to treat
the minority community with a consideration which
a minority community deserves. The propagation of
the error that Muslims are everywhere in a minority
is due to the indifference of the Punjab Hindus who
never raised their voice, afraid of being dubbed us
communalists. Hindu loaders of other Provinces, on
the other hand, actively encourage the propagation
of this error. An eminent Hindu loader of United
Provinces, held in high esteem, in one of his presi-
dential addresses says: "Here permit mo to say,
that in a matter of this kind tho responsibility of
the majority community, namely tho Hindus, is
greater than that of the minorities," which evidently
means that the responsibility of Hindu leaders is to
turn a deaf ear to tho outcries of tho Hindu minority
in North-West India. Punjab Muslim leaders of
high position, fully acquainted as they are with the
Punjab conditions, tako advantage of this attitude
of Hindu leaders. One of them is reported to have
said in a speech that a community brought up in tho
tradition of the Joint Family System, and accus-
tomed to be guided by the older bead of the family,
cannot bo made to recognise tho rights of the junior
members, forgetting that in the Punjab, where most
of the points of controversy between Hindus and
Muslims have arisen, points which are more difficult
to solve than the fewer issues in other Provinces, the
Hindus are the junior members. In the face of all
this the Hindus of the Punjab are interdicted from
pressing their claims as a minority community even
before the Commission on the assumption that the
Commission is a fraud.

I express no opinion one way or the other on the
policy of the Swaraj Party, but if the majority of the
Hindus everywhere go to wreck Councils and to refuse
all offices, and if the administration everywhere is
carried on with the support of Muslim members, Gov-
ernment have no other course than to keep them in
good humour, with the result that we find in Assam,
where the Muslims are in a minority, that all offices in
the Council except that of Deputy-President are held
by non-Hindus. Whether this desire on the part of
Government to propitiate Muslims will continue or not
after Provincial autonomy has been given is a different
matter; but for the present a predilection in favour of
Muslims is clearly explicable. The whole confusion
arises from mixing up communal and nationalistic
aims and ideals.

I am not prepared to believe that the Commission is
a farce, and that the British nation does not contain
even a modicum of wise and honest men, having an
effective voice in Parliament. Had it been so, there
would have been no British Empire, or it would not
have lasted as long as it has. No Government, how-
ever autocratic, can be carried on if absolutely devoid
of moral support. Though in the past physical force
was a determining factor in locating the centre of
political authority, yet moral considerations hare
begun to play a very important part in the recognition
of popular rights. Constitutional agitation has been
recognised as an effective weapon. India of 1928 is
very different from what India was 60 years ago. The
cause of the people has made some advance, and all
this has been achieved without physical force. Such
revolutionary crime as has made its appearance now
and then and here and there has been considered
merely as evidence of the existence of acute discontent
and of a more widespread desire on the part of the
people to take part in the administration of the
country. It has not been a compelling force.

/ Would now Deal with the Third Objection.
1 do not see how the Hindu co-operators of the
Punjab are ruining the cause of the Hindus in other
Provinces. I have proposed nothing, with the excep-
tion of one thing, which has not received the seal of
approval of the whole of the Hindu community in
India, and which was not approved by the Mahasabha,
a body representative of all tho Hindus. Am I to be
blamed as a renegade from the Mahasabha because I
espouse the cause which the Mahasabha championed?
1 have suggested certain exceptions, thus moderating
my demands, acting on the maxim that half a loaf is
better than no loaf, but Hindus in the Punjab and
elsewhere can say that the schedule of exceptions is not
required. From Calcutta to Peshawar, from Himalaya
to Capo Comorin, wo find tho whole of the Hindu Press
denouncing communalism. It was, however, left for
tho 9th Session of tho Mahasabha, at which my
humble self presided, to pass a resolution that a clause
should bo inserted in the constitution condemning the
discrimination of civic rights on the basis of caste and
crood. Is not the Mahasabha morally estopped from
interdict ing mo and other Hindus from pressing before
the Commission the adoption of the principle which
tho Mahawabha advocated? I now ask whether it is
fniper-arrogation on the part of the Punjab Hindus to
do their best in pushing forward Mohasabhas' princi-
ples touching their vital interests or whether it is
supor-arrogation on the part of the leaders to accuse
conscientious workers of disobedience of orders sup-
posed to have been necessitated under conditions
which are of a temporary nature, namely, the insult
involved in Indians being excluded from ihe Commis-
sion, creating a suspicion that the Commission intends
to do nothing? There may be amongst co-operators
men who have their selfish ends to serve, but where on
earth exists a political party of organisation all the
members of which are selfless patriots?
The one point on which Provinces, other than the
Punjab, may differ from me is that the retention of
the British elements in the services is desirable. I do
not wish to give more arguments than .those I have
already given in a general way in the section dealing
with this point. If Hindus of other Provinces who are
not members of the Congress feel that they do not
require British agency in services, let them say so.
The Mahasabha has said nothing to the contrary.
Perhaps the location of its office in Delhi has pre-
vented it from passing a resolution that " the British
Army of occupation " should withdraw. Mutual dis-
trust between the communities is a marked feature of
Indian politics of the present day. Anyone who runs
may read it. The Commission will naturally come to
the conclusion that the time has not come for the
entire removal of the British agency even if the
minority communities, who are likely to suffer most in
each Province, do not say this- in so many words. Ail
minorities are laying their case before the Commis-
sion, why should not the Hindu minority, wherever it
exists, do so ? The tendency of the minorities is to pro-
pose restrictions on the exorcise of the power of
majorities, who generally object to restrictions. If
the scheme which the Commission evolves proposes
more restrictions than what the majorities would tole-
rate, the majorities would be partly to blame, as they
are not putting their case before the Commission. I,
however, see no justification why the Hindu minority
alone should sleep over its rights. Is it any satisfac-
tion to the Hindus of the Punjab and North-West
Frontier Province to find that, whilst they themselves
are to be treated as helots in,their own Province,
Hindus in other Provinces are free. Is any Mahome-
dan in India expected to derive consolation from the
fact that, whilst he himself is in bondage, Turkey and
Afghanistan are free?
My Expectations from, the Commission and the Joint
Parliamentary Committee,
If the Central Legislatures appoint a committee to
collaborate with the Commission I hope to secure the
support of some of its Indian members, but if the
entire responsibility of formulating proposals, after